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unimportant even though the institution of caste had
remained, typical of the backwardness of the people
and of the limitations of the country.
It was no use pretending that caste did not exist nor
was there any point in finding excuses for it.
As late as 1943 an incident occurred in an enlight-
ened city like Bombay which left a horrible taste in our
mouths. A Hindu advocate of the Bombay High Court
wrote to me requesting that I give it publicity in my
daily column.
The story was of an untouchable named Pochanna
Karila, permission for the cremation of whose dead
body in the Hindu crematorium had been refused. The
municipal commissioner who was informed of the in-
cident regretted he could do little in the matter for it
was beyond his power to compel a crematorium to be
used for the dead bodies of untouchables. Caste in
India had differentiated not only among the living but
also among the dead.
One day, more recently, I asked an orthodox Hindu
about caste.
"It is very important," he said. "I have made a special
study of caste for several years. Most fascinating study
and, I should say, most essential to the study of the
Indian question. The best account I find is given in a
new book I have read. It is written by one American
author/'
Mr. Apte, who was a Brahmin, spoke his own brand
of English.
"Is there no Indian authority on the subject?'* I
asked.
"There is, but this American gives more than even
I knew before."
"Who is this American?"